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U. S. DEPARTISNT OF LABOR 
^UGE AJPD HOUR DIVISION 

17a shin gt on, D. C. 

DAT:^Fi;qi!ESTSD FOR iL\GE-HOUR I'lI'IING COi'IFERENCE 

In p r e p a r a t i o n for tv/o informal f a c t - f i n d i n g conferences on meta l mining 

p r a c t i c e s to be held dur ing December, t he f i r s t i n S a l t Lake C i t y and t h e second 

a t Birmingham, Alaba.ma, on d a t e s soon t o be announced, Colonel Phj.lip B. Fleming, 

Admirj .s trator of the Wags and Hour Div i s ion today made publ ic a l i s t of p o i n t s 

upon v/idch informat ion i s d e s i r e d . '.••-. • ' , . ' 

The s e s s i o n s , a t v.iiich e i t h e r Colonel Flendng or has r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s v d l l 

a t t e n d , a re be ing held t o a s s i s t i n an e q u i t a b l e so lu t ion of t h e problem of 

determinirxg v/hat t ime must be pa id fo r a s "hours n'orked" under the F a i r Labor ' • 

S tandards Act, Varying customs have grov<n up over t h e y e a r s i n d i f f e r e n t metal 

mining a r e a s . I n some i n s t a n c e s , miners a re pa id from tho time they e n t e r the ' 

mine u n t i l t h e y l eave j i n o t h e r s ' they ai-e paid only for tho time a c t u a l l y spent 

a t the working " f a c e . " 

At t h e conferences , t o v/hich r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of i n d u s t r y , l abo r and o the r 

i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s are i n v i t e d , t es t imony v d l l be taken to e l i c i t t he fo l lovdng 

in fo rmat ion : • • • ^' -."y 

1 . The l o n g e s t , s h o r t e s t , and average tim.e r equ i r ed t o reach the working 
face from, the p o r t a l of -the mine. 

2 . Mepjis of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n from p o r t a l to isrorking f a c e . - ,y . 

3 . Time spent i n g e t t i n g t o o l s and in changing c l o t h e s . 

4 . Customary p r a c t i c e vdth r e s p e c t to payment for t ime spent from p o r t a l 
t o v/orld.ng face and r e t u r n . 

5 . Union agreements and^^or S t a t e la i /s governing the computation of v/orking 
t ime . 

6. Total time spent a t v/orking face and an es t imate of minimumi time r e 
qu i r ed f o r completing round of viork, 

7 . Any o the r information xvhich i t i s des i r ed t o p re sen t and v/hich has 
a bea r ing upon the proble.m. 



ITritten statements containing t h i s information v d l l be welcome fro.m those 

v/ho are unable t c at tend the conferences. 

Colonel Fleming cautioned tl iat any in te rp re ta t ion announced by hdm as a re

sul t of these hciarings v:ould be merely an informal in te rp re ta t ion vrfaich vrould 

guide iiira in his duties of enforcem.ent under the Act. He also pointed out, 

hov/ever, tha t as the Supreme Court announced in the case of U. S. v. American 

Trucking Associations, I n c . , e t a l . , .310 U. S. 534, the Admini stra-tor' s i n t e r 

pre ta t ive opinions covering the Fair Labor Standards Act are e n t i t l e d to great 

vreight. ' ' .- , 
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